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Americans care deeply about 'global warming' – but
not 'climate change'

Yale researc h ers h av e found  th at th e tw o term s, often used  interc h ang eably,
g enerate v ery  d ifferent resp onses

 Re s e arche rs  f ound that  the  te rm 'global warming' re s onate s  f ar more  powe rf ully,
t rigge ring image s  of  ice  me lt  and catas trophe . Photo: Pe te r Mc Bride  /Barcrof t
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B arack Obama, scient ist s and campaig ners have all looked at  how t o
eng ag e Americans more powerfully on t he environment . Now
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researchers have come up wit h one crit ical piece of advice: do say "g lobal
warming ", don't  say "climat e chang e".

New research released on Tuesday found Americans care more deeply when
t he t erm "g lobal warming " is used t o describe t he major environment al
challeng e. "Climat e chang e", in cont rast , leaves t hem relat ively cold.

The t wo t erms are oft en used int erchang eably but  t hey g enerat e very
different  responses, t he researchers from t he Yale Project  on Climat e
Chang e Communicat ions and t he Georg e Mason Universit y Cent er for
Climat e Chang e Communicat ions said.

“Those t wo t erms g et  heard and int erpret ed in very different  ways,”
Ant hony Leiserowit z, a research scient ist  at  Yale and one of t he lead
aut hors, t old The Guardian. “The choice of t hese t wo t erms really does
mat t er, depending  on who you are t alking  t o.”

The t erm “g lobal warming ” resonat es far  more powerfully, t rig g ering  imag es
of ice melt , ext reme weat her and cat ast rophe. Ment ion “climat e chang e”,
however, and many Americans beg in t o diseng ag e, t he researchers found.

The researchers found naming  t he issue as “g lobal warming ” rat her t han
climat e chang e made it  easier t o connect . Americans in g eneral were 13%
more likely t o say t hat  g lobal warming  was a bad t hing .

The differences were even more pronounced among  Lat inos, African-
Americans, women, and young  people.

Lat inos were 30% more likely t o view g lobal warming  as a personal t hreat ,
compared t o climat e chang e. African-Americans were 20% more likely t o
rat e g lobal warming  as a very big  risk, compared t o climat e chang e.

Georg e W  Bush swapped t he t erm climat e chang e for g lobal warming  in
2002, on t he advice of t he Republican polit ical consult ant , Frank Lunt z.

In a secret  memo before t he mid-t erm elect ions, Lunt z warned Republicans
– and Bush in part icular – were sing ularly weak on t he environment . He
advised a st rat eg y of disput ing  climat e science, and of avoiding  t he t erm
"g lobal warming ' because of it s hig hly neg at ive connot at ions.

“It 's t ime for us t o st art  t alking  about  'climat e chang e' inst ead of g lobal
warming  ... 'climat e chang e' is less frig ht ening  t han 'g lobal warming ',” said t he
memo obt ained by t he Environment al Working  Group.

The confusion st uck.

The Obama administ rat ion, scient ist s and campaig n g roups have all
st rug g led wit h how t o communicat e wit h Americans about  t he g lobal
challeng e.

http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/republicans
http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/obama-administration
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challeng e.

Officials in Obama's first  t erm avoided any ment ion of t he words g lobal
warming  or climat e chang e – believing  it  would provoke a backlash from
Republicans – and spoke inst ead of “clean energ y” and “g reen jobs”.

Scient ist s oft en prefer climat e chang e t o g lobal warming  for t echnical
reasons.

Meanwhile, some campaig n g roups have arg ued t hat  “g lobal warming ” was
considered t oo polit ical, and t hat  “climat e chang e” would make it  easier t o
appeal t o Republicans. The Bush administ rat ion preferred t o use "climat e
chang e". 

Ot hers coined new t erms such as “climat e crisis” and “g lobal weirding ”.

It  t urns out  t hey would have all been bet t er off st icking  wit h g lobal warming .

The survey sample of 1,657 people, compiled over a t wo-week period lat e
last  year, found a larg e swat he of Americans t urned off by t he words
“climat e chang e”.

“The use of t he t erm climate change appears t o act ually reduce issue
eng ag ement  by Democrat s, Independent s, liberals, and moderat es, as well
as a variet y of subg roups wit hin American societ y, including  men, women,
minorit ies, different  g enerat ions, and across polit ical and part isan lines,” t he
researchers said.

“W hile g lobal warming  has cat ast rophic connot at ions at t ached t o it , climat e
chang e sug g est s a more cont rollable and less emot ional challeng e.”

Meanwhile, t here was no sig n t hat  using  t he t erm climat e chang e was making
any inroads in winning  over Republicans, t he researchers found.

“It  is a kind of a wake-up call t hat  it  is complicat ed and t hat  somet imes,
depending  on who you are communicat ing  wit h, you are not  achieving  what
you t hink you are,” Leiserowit z said.
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Polluters of  the  world, unite
You have  nothing to lose  but  change.

What  a warming speech.

Anthropogenically speaking.
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George  W Bush swapped the  term climate  change f or global warming in 2002, on the
advice  of  the  Republican polit ical consultant , Frank Luntz.

Right , and then they went  back in t ime to 1988 and renamed the  Intergovernmental
Panel on Global Warming (IPGW) to the  Intergovernmental Panel on Climate  Change
(IPCC).

We hear whining f rom AGW act ivists all the  t ime about  inacurate  or misleading
journalism f rom the ir enemies the  Deniers, yet  they must  think that  they get  a pass.
Furthermore , if  explaining that  global warming causes climate  change , which is what  the
science  says, is not  scary enough, then you're  not  using science  to promote  act ion, you're
using propaganda.

This is the  kind of  art icle  that  cont inues to conf use  issues and promotes divisiveness.

This is the kind of article that continues to confuse issues and promotes divisiveness.

......utter nonsense , this is a straightf orward art icle  on the  complexit ies of
communicat ing a complex and serious subject .

Climate  Change or Global Warming, is underpinned by a vast  body of  scient ific
research and evidence  presented in the  t e e t h o f  f ur io us  o p p o s it io n f r o m                    
ve s t e d  int e r e s t s  a nd  ma ny o n t he  r ig ht                       including Polit icians and media sources.

The ir output  of  those  who oppose  the  reality of  AGW on ideological grounds is
extensive , and in many cases deliberate ly divisive  and misleading. If  you want  to
direct  ire  at  anyone  f or causing conf usion and polit iciz ing the  issue , that  would be  a
better place  to start .

All the  cited research is doing, as reflected by the  art icle  is exploring the  best  way
to clearly communicate  the  seriousness of  the  issue .

Right , and then they went  back in t ime to 1988 and renamed the
Intergovernmental Panel on Global Warming (IPGW) to the  Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate  Change (IPCC).

It  doesn't  say he  invented the  terms, it  says he  swapped them.
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